
What we haven’t told you yet is that Jonathan 
is also publisher of BalonaBooks. He is au-
thor of the much-admired The Far Side of the 
Moon, the celebrated historical fiction work, 
Nobody’s Fault; and the very funny Verga’s 
Blessing. 

“I have no big regrets about my writing,” he 
says, “except that early-on my impatience got 
me into the subsidy press world. My advice to 
writers is: Avoid the subsidies unless you are 
absolutely desperate or need to see your work 
on the shelf right away. Reason: The products 
of subsidy presses are almost never reviewed 
by the majors, and your book won’t be picked 
up by bookstores. Perfect your work. Try to 
find an agent and work from there.


